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O U R At Northstar, we promote educational excellence and

career opportunities for students with disabilities who have

M I SS I O N academic, physical or social challenges.




Reflecting on my first year at Northstar, | have been awestruck by the Northstar community.
Beginning this new chapter as your Head of School was both exciting and daunting, but | am
so grateful to have been welcomed with open arms. It has been especially meaningful to join
Northstar as we celebrated our 30th anniversary. To step into this new role during such an
important milestone has given me an even deeper appreciation for the history, relationships,
and traditions that have shaped our school.

This past year has been one of listening, learning, building relationships, and looking ahead. |
have had the privilege of getting to know our students and celebrating their
accomplishments. We had 16 incredible Academy graduates and 3 Career Center graduates.
Our students continued to meet their academic goals, earn industry credentials, and learn
important social skills.

I've been able to hear from families about their hopes and aspirations for their students.
These experiences have helped shape my understanding of who we are as a community and
the opportunities before us.

As we look toward Igniting Our Imaginations this
upcoming school year, our focus remains clear: to
provide an engaging, supportive, and inclusive
learning environment in which every student can
thrive. There is much to look forward to, and | am
excited to continue this journey alongside you.

Thank you for welcoming me so generously during
my first year at Northstar. | am honored to serve as
your Head of School, and | look forward to all that
we will accomplish together in the years ahead.

Kind Regards,
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF

1996
Northstar Academy opens
with 13 students at Epiphany
Lutheran Church.

1995 - 2004
Founding Head of School
Candace David, along with
parents and pediatric
professionals, begin planning a
school dedicated to students
with learning differences. She
1997-1999 establishes Northstar onto our

Rapid grown prompts a move to Shrader Shrader Road campus.
Road. Parents and volunteers transform
former train cars into classrooms.

MOWNG I TO SHEADER £OAD — ALL MANDS ON BOARDT

2002
Northstar Academy’s first
graduating class.

i

2004-2017
Under Head of School Dr. Pat
West, Northstar launches
kindergarten and an after
school program. We began
piloting a transition program,
expanded extracurricular
opportunities, and enhanced
instructional practices.

2012-2013
Northstar adopts our specialized
reading and math program

2014

Northstar Career Academy opens
and becomes a Virginia Department
for Aging and Rehabilitative Services

(DARS) vendor



NAVIGATING THE FUTURE

2016
Northstar earns Virginia
Association of Independent
Schools (VAIS) accreditation

2019
Recognizing our need to grow, we
began a feasibility study to start our
Capital Campaign for a new campus

2017 - 2025
Crystal Trent becomes
Northstar's third Head of
School, leading strategic
growth and a move onto the
Nuckols Road campus

2022
Northstar’s Nuckols Road
campus was purchased
after years of looking

We broke ground on our Gym
and Community Center
building. Students signed one
of the ceiling beams, leaving
their mark on a building that
will serve generations to come.

2025
Northstar's Gym and
Community Center was
opened in April, becoming
a new community hub for
our school

Bethany Raffanello took the
lead during our 30"
Anniversary year, taking us
into a new, exciting chapter of
our school’s history.




Seniors were crowned

Students, families and community
supporters joined us

Raised from sponsors to directly
support student experiences
during the school year.
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SENIOR ESSAY

by Riley

“The only way to do great work is to love what you do.”

In elementary school, | did not do great work as | would like to. | did not love what | did in
class. Many times | did not understand what the teacher was teaching to the class. | knew
how to do something but not a lot of things on my own. | had to teach myself whatever we
were learning about at that time. Also | had to teach myself different ways to understand
what the teacher was teaching. | got frustrated with myself when | thought | had the
correct answer but it was an incorrect answer in front of the whole class.

| felt left out and felt different besides all the other students in the class. | thought | was
going to learn the same way as the other students in the class. But | figured out that it
took me longer to understand the work than the other students. Then one week of middle
school made it clear that | needed a better place to learn. Then | visited Northstar for two
days to see if | could understand the work better than in middle school. After that | went
for a week and said “this seems like a good fit for me to learn on a new path”.

At Northstar | have become more independent in my work and | don't always need
someone beside me helping me in a way | did not understand. An accomplishment is
how well | read now compared to middle school. | can also write different paragraphs on
the same subject and make it all go smoothly together. Also there are not very loud
classes compared to elementary school. | can talk to my friends more and not be shy
just talking to them.

| have seen a difference in myself from the beginning of 6th grade to my senior year. Now
| can understand what the teacher is teaching about in classes | take here at Northstar.

| enjoyed participating in Homecoming and
the Talent show. My favorite memory was
doing my final card trick this year. | knew
that it would be a mystery in finding those
four tricky kings and the four aces.

Thank you all of you for helping me achieve
my goals that | wanted to reach during my
learning journey. As | mentioned earlier, “the
only way to do great work is to love what you
do.” Now | love what | do here at Northstar.
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NORTHSTAR IN NUMBERS

In our 2025 - 2026 school year, together we achieved:

Data is collected on student growth in academic

scholorships awarded and social skills, and create a tailored program with
unique metrics of success based on individual

students’ goals and needs.

over $500,000 in

98.8% improved their
reading goals

125 155

Students Volunteers 97.4% improved on their

writing goals

9 1'100 97.5% improved their math

Disability Volunteer goals

Categories Hours
97.7% made improvements
396 on social skills goals*

Donors
96.2% made improvements

$2,77'|,4 53 on behavior goals

*includes executive function skills, emotional regulation, and interpersonal relationships



THE ILLUMINATION GALA

Held on March 20, 2026, The lllumination Gala raised over $172,000 in direct support of our students.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

DECADE SPONSORS

Anonymous
Foundation

EAT

restaurant partners

TABLE CAPTAINS
Maryandlem  DAVENPORT

Doss BUILDING WEALTH TOGETHER 4l
HARRIS, HARDY & JOHNSTONE,PC
", Bon Laura and Lee
- Secours

Hatcher
INCLUSION SPONSORS

Richard Bennett

Brain Balance Midlothian

Steve and Laura McCoy
Moran Reeves Conn
Brown Edwards

Chris and Beth Daly
Michael Farrell

Mark and Pamela Sweeney
Mary Farrar and
Charles Wentworth

STAR SPONSORS

—=PFG

Award Sponsor

@ ALLAN RS

INSURANCE AGENCY. INC.
Bar Sponsor

troutman’
+irschler pepper locke

Bar Sponsor

Award Sponsor

SILVER SPONSORS
T|S | W OHAGAN MEYER
Game Sponsor \J E D ( Bid Card Sponsor
T —

VirginiaGreen -

Program Sponsor

Patient First

Invitation Sponsor

Dessert Sponsor

PATRON SPONSORS

. Marsh McLennan Agency
All Needs Planning
. Kathleen and Bob Redmond
Baskervill . .
Rosendin Electric

SouthState Bank
TowneBank

Coach T's Inclusive Mentoring
Hourigan

Nancy and Jay Jordan .
) Universal Leaf
Kevin and Pam Lowe .
USI Insurance Services



NAVIGATOR AWARDS

The Doss Family has been an integral part of the Northstar ENDURING SUPPORT:
family since Robert’s enroliment in 2012. From the very LEM, MARY, AND ROBERT DOSS
beginning, they believed deeply in Northstar's mission and :
generously poured their hearts into supporting the school
community.

Mary supported the development and early stages of
Northstar’'s Career Center, and was instrumental in
starting the welding component of our Construction and
Maintenance program.

Lem provided steadfast leadership as Chairman of the Board and as a Board Member during our
Capital Campaign, championing the school’s growth and expansion onto our new campus. Since
graduation, Robert has remained one of our most active and engaged alumni. He can often be
found at alumni gatherings and nearly every major school event throughout the year.

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: The team at Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE Authority, coordinated by Sarah Tyler, has championed

CONTROL AUTHORITY Northstar students in the Career Center’s Business
Technology class for three years.

ﬂ__ Through their team’s dedication, they've launched an
- ' inclusion program, welcoming interns with disabilities
and creating opportunities for others to gain
meaningful workplace experience. Our partnership has
helped model a truly inclusive workplace, and shows
the lasting impact on both our students and the
broader community.




CAREER CENTER

Credentials
Earned

100% of exiting students left with a plan in place

5%

Entered the
Workforce -

Continued on to

other community Continueql their
experiences Education

=

e s s
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**skills related to preparing for postsecondary education, employment, and life services



A SPECIAL TRADITION

Variety is the spice of life — and at Northstar, nothing
captures that spirit quite like Minimester. This beloved
annual tradition takes place the week before Spring Break.
It gives students a chance to step away from their usual
routines and dive into something new and exciting.

Each year, both teachers and students eagerly anticipate
this unique week. Traditional classroom instruction
pauses as students explore a wide range of enrichment
activities. What makes this program especially
meaningful is that the classes are selected based on
student and faculty passions and interests. From creative
pursuits to physical activities, there's something for

everyone.

The 2026 Minimester offerings included exciting topic such as an introduction to Arabic,
Dungeons & Dragons, physical fitness/yoga, puzzle-solving, and more. “I took pictures of the
different classes doing different stuff so they were documented for the yearbook,” said
Hamza, 10th grade. Classes fill quickly and are offered on a first-come, first-served basis,
which adds to the buzz and anticipation leading up to the week. Under the guidance of their
teachers, students are encouraged to try new things, collaborate with peers, and build
confidence in a fun, low-pressure setting.

Minimester is more than just a break from routine. It's an opportunity to foster curiosity in a
different environment and grow during nontraditional instruction. Students not only learn new
skills but also strengthen connections with classmates
and staff.

Designed with every learner in mind, Minimester
reflects Northstar's commitment to creating enriching
experiences for students. With its ever-changing lineup
of classes and focus on exploration, Minimester
continues to be a highlight of the Northstar calendar
and an inspiring reminder that learning can happen
anywhere.




DONORS

Thank you to all those who supported
us between July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.

$100,000 +

Community Foundation for a greater Richmond

The William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust
Pauley Family Foundation

Red Gates Foundation

Virginia Foundation for LD Students (VFLDS)

$50,000 - $99,999

CSC Leasing

Margaret Massie Disharoon Charitable Trust
GRASP

Daniel and Brenda Walker

$10,000 - $49,999

Altria Group
Anonymous
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation
Thomas L. Disharoon Charitable Trust
Dixie and Cam Hoggan
The Emily S. and Coleman A.
Hunter Charitable Trust
John and Nancy Jordan
KOVAR
Lind Lawrence Foundation
The Memorial Foundation For Children (MFC)
R.E.B. Foundation
The Anne Carter Robins and Wallter R.
Robins, Jr. Foundation
Shelton Hardaway Short, Jr. Trust
Universal Leaf Foundation
Anonymous
Allison and Watson Wright
Yount Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Suzanne and Gerald Yount

L7
i

$5,000 - $9,999

Allan Myers

Donna and Richard Bower

Ashley and Will Charlet

Anne L & George H Clapp
Charitable & Educational Trust

Beth and Christopher Daly

Davenport & Company LLC

EAT Restaurant Partners

Mary and Lemuel L. Doss, I

Skip and Dale Harris

Hirschler Fleischer Law Firm

Valerie and Aaron Myers

Performance Food Group

Christine K. Plant Charitable Fund

Deborah and Jonathan Price

Kathleen and Robert Redmond

Troutman Pepper Locke

$21500 - $41999

Lile and Rob Benaicha

Dr. Richard Bennett, Jr.

Bon Secours

Melissa and Timothy Carpenter

Melissa and Mark Christian

Christian Family Foundation, Founded
by Betty Sams Christian

Claire and Tom Cottrell

Bryan and Megan Durand

EDC



Mike and Blair Grappone
Charitable Foundation

Blair and Joseph Grappone

Harris, Hardy & Johnstone

Laura and Lee Hatcher

Steve and Laura McCoy

Mosquito Squad

Cathie and Joseph Naparlo

National Philanthropic Trust

O'Hagan Meyer

Patient First

Christine Plant

Molly and Russell Rabb

Jennifer and Tom Reedy

Richardson Family Foundation

Thompson, Siegel & Walmsley

Chris Tsui

Virginia Green Lawn Care

Virginia Cliffe Inn

The Waltie Fund

Winters-Oliver Insurance Agency

Rebecca and Ben Winters

$1,000 - $2,499

All Needs Planning

Gail and Carl Arnold

Susan Carol Armstrong

Kathleen and Todd Bagwell
Baskervill

W. Barclay Bradshaw

Brain Balance of Midlothian

Brown, Edwards & Company, L.L.P.
Capital One

Charles M. Caravati Foundation
Lief Anne Stiles and Thomas Catlett
Tracey and Rick Chalkley

Coach T's Inclusive Mentoring
Robert H. and Monica M. Cole Foundation
Cindy and Tom Culley

Rebecca and Andrew Early

Sarah and Michael Farrell

Carter and Clifford Foster

Ann and Thomas Gottwald

Kelley and Harry Handshaw

Kevin Wade Harris

Heritage Wealth Advisors

Jean and Will Hershey

Kathleen and F. Robertson Hershey

Susan and Ben Herzick

Stephanie and Braxton Hill

Hourigan

Jill and Douglas Hrynciw

Courtney and James Hurtubise

Kebrah and Dennis Jefferson

Bryce D. Jewett, Jr.

Keep Virginia Beautiful

Jane and H. Morris Logan

Barbara Jean and Bobby Long

Pamela and Kevin Lowe

Marsh McLennan Agency

McCann Family Fund

Mary Margaret and James McGowan

Dana and Gerald McKenna

Robert J. Merrick

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Merrick Fund
of Fidelity Charitable

Moran Reeves & Conn

Whitney and Thomas Parfitt

Lindsay Lane Robinson

Mary Kevan and George H. M. Roper

Rosendin Electric

Delmalis and Fernando Ruiz

Justin Sculthorpe

SouthState Bank

Morgan Stanley

Pamela and Mark Sweeney

Charles L. Sweeney, Jr.

Janet H. Thompson

Janet and Robert Thompson

The J. K. Timmons Foundation

Jeffrey and Nella Timmons

TowneBank

USI Insurance Services

Nancy Volante

Janice and Stan Walker

Mary Farrar and Charles Wentworth

Western Henrico Rotary Charity Fund

Sara and Brian Winterhoff

Madeline and Rick Witty



$500 - $999

Steven Berg

lvy and Chip Caravati
Carneal Drew Foundation
Amy and Jason Eacho
Morgan and Matthew Engel
Engel Family Charitable Fund
Fuel Digital

Mariah and JustinGardner
Laura and Vernon Geddy
Glen Allen Ruritan Club
Debbie and Art Hungerford
The InCommon Fund
Cynthia and Patrick Izac
Kroger

Jennifer and John Livesay
Gloria and Pedro Lujan
Gwen Mattes

Susan and Shaun McCarthy
Caryn and Brian Mcgrath
Hillary and Ken Mellett

The NewMarket Foundation
Kelly Fair and Jay Oakey
Molly and James Parker

Wanda Ramsey and Matthew Sherman

Susan and David Rosko
John T. Rougeou
Brenda and Stephan Schmidt

Samuel & Laura Smart Charitable Fund

Talk Therapy Services, LLC
Jamilya C. Taylor
Derek and Catherine Taylor

Nancy and Matthew Thompson

Justin Uglow

$250 - $499

Joni Albrecht

Susan Amos

Anonymous

Ann and Fred Bagwell
Barrett Capital Management
Matthew Becker

Jean and Edmund Benson

Margaret Bice

Emily and Mark Boddy

James Bremm and Jason Konschnik
Ashley and Worth Bugg

Deborah and Kenneth Bunting
Gayatri and Varun Choudhary
Carole and James Christman

Mary Spotswood and E. H. Cresnhaw, Jr. Fund
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Marissa Downs

Diane and Everette Fleming

Miranda Gerhard

Kelly and Brett Hayes

Frazer Hudgins

Edward Jones

La Vita E' Bella Ristorante Italiano
Gwen and Alan Lingerfelt

Jeanine and Russell Lundeberg
Wendy and Todd Martin

Stuart T. Martin

Scott Matthews

Ethan McBride

Reeves and Ashley McCune
Courtney and Mike McGrath

Lele and Jim McKenry

The McReynolds Family Foundation
Felicity and Aaron Morris

Chrissy Nemeyer

Neil Patel and Eleanor Hannibal
Holly Peele and Brian Flood

Sabra and Jeffrey Quinn

Bethany Raffanello and Stallone Junkeer




Rose M. Ramsey

Betsy and Billy Reid

Kira and Sean Rhorer

Amanda and Ed Riley

Laura and Samuel Smart

Mrs. Virginia Spratley

John C. Stanchina

Crystal Trent

Brandi and Joshua VanMatre
Catherine and Raymond Vaughan
Jessica and Nicholas Von Bank
Vicki and Scott Warren
Courtney Watts

Melissa and Tyler Whitley
Dennis Winfree

Joanna and Alexander Wylie

$1-$249

Aetna Better Health of Virginia
Jennifer and Stephen Albis

Patricia Austin and George Hudgins
Mark Avallone

Dianne Marie Carter Ballard

Kristi Barsby

Tenley and Wyatt Beazley

Elena Bellinger

Lynne Berkness and Peter Tlusty
David Boddy

Box Tops for Education, General Mills
Jinsun and Michael Bradner
Jessica Burkwall

Larry Caldwell

Katherine Capocelli

Eric Carter

Shannon and Henry Carter

Kristin and David Carelton

Cindy and Johnny Carreker

Rachel Carr

Kathleen and Christopher Cavanagh
Marjorie and William Chester
Charlene Cisco

Charles and Audrey Cisco

Lauren and Lance Clelland

Didi Cohen

Felecia Copeland

Laura H. Cowperthwait

Wini L. Cox

Abbey Crank

Laurie Crank

Nancy and Robert Creecy
Isabelle Cress

Bonnie and Thomas Cricchi
Samantha Crowe

George Crowell

Martha and Charles Davidson
Pat Dawson

Matthew Delancey

Arica Dickson

Robert Doss

Williams Downs

Joseph Driebe

Brooke and Sterling Eanes
Cristine and Todd Evans
Audrey Feick

Ferrell Family Charitable Fund
Cynthia and Will Ferrell

Kenya and Rodney Fleming
Laura Fortunato and Tom Falat
Isabel Futterman

Heidi Garcia

Alexandra and Nathan George
Andrea and Gary George
Alicia and Jared Golden
Josephine Gozzi

Erin and John Gray

Rhonda and Charles Graboske
Sally Ann Grant

Mary and Winston Gravely
Janice Graziosi

Billy Griffin

Dr. Charles J. Hackett, Jr.

Greg Haley

Dr. Lisa Paull and Mr. Christopher Hall
Angela Harper

Bruce and Stephanie Harrelson
Sally Haskovec

Edna and Rick Heinig



Russell Helm

Valerie and David Hicks
Laura Hicks

Tracy and Timothy Hilton
Janine Hoefler

Nette Howard

Susan Hudgins

Williom L. Hudgins
Raymond Hunt

Injury Board

Dehlia and Lewis Jackson
Jordan Johnson

Summer and Anthony Jones
Ashley Jones

Mr. Crawley Joyner llI

Kim and Patrick Kacani
Jerleen and Dennis Kao
Sherri and William Kelly

Betta Kinney

Jeff Knopke

Jennifer and Duane Lankford
Maggie Latimer

Catie and John Latham
Katie and Michael Gallagher
Conrad and Gillian Lewane
Kathy Llewellyn

Terry and Greg Lloyd
Amanda and Matthew Lonnstrom
Kylie Lynch

Tomesha Macklin

Kirestiena "Kiki" Mahrous
Kendra and Scott Males
Carol Manuel

Kate Mardigian

David Marshall

Kathy Matthews
Dominique and Ronald Maxey
Kelli Meadows

Monica and Brent Melton
Kara and Jeff Meszaros
Cameron Minor

MOD Pizza

Elizabeth Morelli
Barrington Moss
Myerisha Moss

Elizabeth Motley

Spencer Moum

Panera

Tracy and David Patton
Diane and Thomas Payne
Martha and William Pellington
Anne Marie and Jon Perel
Jennifer Perrin

Lucy Pfamatter

Michael Phelan

Kimberly Pierro
MacKenzie Pigg

Darian Plumb

Karen and Edward Powell
Susan Ray

Sarah Katherine Reynolds
Mary F Robertson

Cara Robinson

Kathy and Travis Rogillio
Linda and David Rose
Susanna Rountree

Jaime Rung

Karen Ryan

Anita B Salomonsky
Scarlet and Gold

Tammy and George Scott
Kateri Shaheen

Sharvil Shah

Susan and Bob Shiflet
Sarah Shugart

Amy and Michael Singleton
Sara and Curtis Smith

Dr. Charles Smith



Kathryn Underwood Smith
Wendy Sneed

Snowie RVA

Linda Stagner

Aaron Steelman

Hollis Steinen

Eric Tepper

Mr. John P. Thompson, Sr.
Mario Thornton

Mark Troemel

Hsiao Min Tsui-Huang
Lynn and Mark Valeri
Helene and Williom Vance
David Vinson and Lindsey Hershner
Mary Webb

Mary Wells

Gordon Welty

Forrest Whitley

Katherine Whitney

Jay Woodburn

Jorge Zemborain and Maria Cazaban

HONORARIUM GIFTS

Esther and Rudy Bunzl
Madeline and Rick Witty

Mr. Gerald Cox, Jr
Wini L. Cox

The Daly Family

CSC Leasing

Marin Durand
Betta Kinney

Nancy Jordan
Cynthia and Will Ferrell
Ferrell Family Charitable Fund

Lele and Jim McKenry
Robert H. and Monica M. Cole Foundation

Robert Moseley
Laura and Vernon Geddy

Doc Powell
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Smart
Samuel & Laura Smart Charitable Fund

Joe Singleton
Susan and Bob Shiflet

Dr. Patricia West
Carole and James Christman
Mary and Lemuel L. Doss, llI

Forrest Whitley
Morgan and Matthew Engel
Engel Family Charitable Fund

Annie Witthoefft
Susan Carol Armstrong




FERNANDQO'S STORY

By Delma

When I first found Northstar for my son, Fernando, | wasn’t sure how we would make it work.
The tuition felt overwhelming, and the commute was long. But we were out of options, and |
was holding onto hope that maybe—just maybe—this place would be different.

Fernando had struggled in other schools. He barely spoke, kept to himself, and never quite
fit anywhere. I'll never forget his first week at Northstar. Every day, | waited for my phone to
ring. | was certain | would get a call asking me to come pick him up, that something wasn’t
working, that this would be like all the other times.

But the call never came. And slowly, that silence became something else: relief.

For the first time, my son was okay. At Northstar, Fernando found teachers who understood
him and a community that accepted him. Little by little, he began to open up. He started
talking more. He made friends for the first time. He began to believe in himself.

Northstar truly is the “village” so many parents of children with special needs are hoping
for, the place where you finally feel like you're not alone. | have personally withessed how
every student at Northstar is treated with the same dignity, kindness, and support they all
need and deserve. It's not just about my
child, it's about all of them being seen,
valued, and cared for in a way that is so
rare.

Today, Fernando is excited about his
future and hopes to work with animals
one day. As his mom, | can tell you that
there was a time | wasn't sure what his
future would look like. Now, it feels full of
possibility.




GRADUATION

16 Academy Graduates

edrned Career Center
program certificates

Advanced Studies
Diplomas awarded

Standard Diplomas
awarded

Applied Studies
Diplomas awarded




VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to everyone who has given their time to support Northstar and our students.

Praneel Adusamili
Will Agble
Jennifer Albis

Hoor Alsubaie
Alex Auffenorde
Elaine Avery
Kate Bagwell
Todd Bagwell
Natasha Bailey
River Baker
Matt Bellinger
Edilia Bendel
Adrian Bills
Carol Brown
Blair Brown

Jim Brooks

Joe Brown
Jabari Brown
Kelsey Calder
Bridget Camden
Elyzha Casaje
Audrey Cisco
Lance Corcoran
Nancy Creecy
Deborah Daniels
Mark Deutsch
Juan Depaz
Buddy Deshler

Cherice Dickerson
David Diggs
Teresa DiServio
Lem Doss

Robert Doss
Kyong Dresch
Megan Durand
Rebecca Early
McKenna Early
Michele Elliot
Christine Evans
Thomas Evans
Veronica Ford-McNeil
Madge Ford
Andrea Freeman
Divit Gangrade
Isabella Garrison
Carson Gathright
Richard Gibson
Allie Gilchrist

Bob Glasser

Erin Gray

Ella Guy

Landon Hackett
Stephanie Harrleson
Courtney Heinig
Abigail Helmer
Ben Herzick

Kim Hicks

Chris Hicks

Tracy Hilton

Nette Howard

Jill Hrynciw
Selena Hubbard
Chris Humphrey
Jim Hurtubise
Sirisha Inepuri
Michael Jarvis
Kebra Jefferson
Christian Jefferson
De'Ontra Johnson
Anthony Jones
Sierra Jones
Nancy Jordan
Jeremy Kain
Winchester Kelly
Kamnab Keo

Kyle Kirkbride
Elizabeth Kilpatrick
Alekhya Kotha
Jason Konschnik
Angie Kreitz

Matt Kreitz

Gillian Lewane
Matthew Lindholm
Meg Lindholm

Volunteers contributed 1,100 hours in service to our school.

Kristina Lloyd
Bella Locke
Amanda Lonnstrom
Bre Loving

Kevin Lowe

Cal Luck

Gloria Lujan
Pedro Lujan
Kayla Madigan
Kelly Magee
Carol Manuel
Robert Manuel
Kate Mardigian
Abby Marcum
Kathy Matthews
Susan McCarthy
Steve McCoy
Shaun McCarthy
Kacie McCrea
Brian McGrath
Brent Melton
Monica Melton
Hillary Mellett
Ken Mellett

Kara Meszaros
Lauren Mintz
Maurico Montoya
Evelyn Moore



VOLUNTEERS

.

THANKYOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS FROM:

o\

community
foundation

ALLAN

MYERS

l Atlantic
4 Union Bank

—

BANK OF AMERICA %7

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY
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Myerisha Moss
Albert Negrin
Chrissy Neymyer
Brittany Ofori
Landon Paige
John Pankey
Seth Patterson

Lisa Paull

Rosa Petrotta
Livia Popa
Dave Presbzyo
Chris Price
Joan Quiachon
Sabra Quinn
Gordy Rawles
Estelle Reeves
Hollly Reeves
Sarah Reynolds
Kiarra Robinson
Kathy Rogillo
Bob Rose

Julie Rose
Delmalis Ruiz
Emma Ruiz
Claire Sanders
Sharvil Shah
Vaishali Shah
David Shakroo
Matt Sherman

Sara Smith
Curtis Smith
Vicki Smith
Owana Smith
Ryan Smith
Jordan Strobbe
Haley Talley
Kaitlyn Tan

Sara Thompson
Robert Thompson
Sarah Thompson
Anika Thotakura
Jennifer Tolley
Ibrahim Toure
Brandi VanMatre
Josh Van Matre
Madison VanMatre
Dinh Vo

Nic VonBank
Tamara Wain
Teona White
Blaine Wood
Yvonne Wu

Addy Yocum
Ayden Young
Shay Young
Hasan Zahra
Jamie Zannette
Kaily Zhang



FRIENDLY RIVALRY

The energy was high and the smiles were even bigger at Northstar’s students vs. teachers

basketball game - an event that perfectly captured the spirit of fun, teamwork, and
inclusion. While the game was all about friendly competition, it also gave students a
chance to sharpen their skills, build confidence, and work together.

This beloved tradition, once a staple for the club basketball team, had been on pause
during the COVID-19 pandemic. With the opening of the new gymnasium, the game made
a triumphant return, bringing with it a renewed sense of excitement and community.
Students and teachers went head-to-head on the court, each team determined to come
out on top, but the true victory was in the shared experience and joy of participation.

The event drew an enthusiastic crowd of parents, volunteers, community members, and
fellow students. The stands were filled with handmade signs of encouragement, cheers,
and laughter, creating an atmosphere that celebrated every player. During intermission,
the cheer team grabbed their pommpoms and marched onto the floor to perform for their
fellow students. It was a powerful reminder of how sports can unite a community and
highlight the importance of traditional school experiences while maintaining
accommodations for individuals of all ability levels.

Coached by P.E. teacher Ms. Pigg and Coach Mario, the students ultimately defeated the
teachers in a 14 - 10 final score. “The student’s teamwork really shined. It got them all those
extra baskets and let them pull ahead,” commented Mrs. Webb, who played for the
teacher team. “I'm ready for next year’'s rematch.”



Northstar empowers students to value their diverse abilities, chart O U R

a successful course for their lives, and create their own futures.

We cultivate communities where people of all abilities thrive. V I S I O N




\ NUO ADILITIES )

WE KNOW DISABILITY

WE SEE
ABILITY

Visit NorthstarVA.org to find out more

804-747-1003 11501 Nuckols Road, Glen Allen, VA 23059



	CELEBRATING
	YEARS
	ANNUAL REPORT
	OUR MISSION
	LETTER FROM OUR
	HEAD OF SCHOOL
	LEADERSHIP STAFF
	Bethany Raffanello
	Wanda Ramsey
	Holly Peele
	Catie Huennekens
	Miranda Gerhard
	Susan Herzick
	Maggie Latimer
	Felicity Morris

	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	FACULTY AND STAFF
	CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
	1996
	1997–1999
	2002
	1995 - 2004
	2004–2017
	2012–2013
	2014


	NAVIGATING THE FUTURE
	2017 - 2025
	2025
	2016
	2019
	2024
	2022
	2025


	HOMECOMING
	300
	$4,000

	SENIOR ESSAY
	INNAUGURAL
	FIELD DAY
	NORTHSTAR IN NUMBERS
	In our 2025 - 2026 school year, together we achieved:
	$500,000
	Over                             in
	scholarships awarded
	Counties Served

	125
	Students
	Disability Categories

	155
	Volunteers

	1,100
	Volunteer Hours

	396
	Donors
	$2,771,453
	Raised
	98.8% improved their reading goals
	97.4% improved on their writing goals
	97.5% improved their math goals
	97.7% made improvements on social skills goals*
	96.2% made improvements on behavior goals



	THE ILLUMINATION GALA
	Held on March 20, 2026, The Illumination Gala raised over $172,000 in direct support of our students.
	THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
	DECADE SPONSORS
	Anonymous
	Foundation

	STAR SPONSORS
	TABLE CAPTAINS
	Mary and Lem Doss
	Laura and Lee Hatcher

	SILVER SPONSORS
	INCLUSION SPONSORS
	PATRON SPONSORS


	NAVIGATOR AWARDS
	ENDURING SUPPORT:
	LEM, MARY, AND ROBERT DOSS
	OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP:

	VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
	CONTROL AUTHORITY

	CAREER CENTER
	Students Served
	Family Education Nights
	Credentials Earned
	83%
	Improved on student transition goals**
	Community Partnerships
	100%
	5%
	9%
	86%


	A SPECIAL TRADITION
	DONORS
	Thank you to all those who supported us between July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.
	$100,000 +
	$50,000 - $99,999
	GRASP

	$10,000 - $49,999
	KOVAR

	$5,000 - $9,999
	$2,500 - $4,999
	EDC


	$1,000 - $2,499
	$500 - $999
	$250 - $499
	$1 - $249
	Russell Helm
	Valerie and David Hicks
	Laura Hicks
	Tracy and Timothy Hilton
	Janine Hoefler
	Nette Howard
	Susan Hudgins
	William L. Hudgins
	Raymond Hunt
	Injury Board
	Dehlia and Lewis Jackson
	Jordan Johnson
	Summer and Anthony Jones
	Ashley Jones
	Mr. Crawley Joyner III
	Kim and Patrick Kacani
	Jerleen and Dennis Kao
	Sherri and William Kelly
	Betta Kinney
	Jeff Knopke
	Jennifer and Duane Lankford
	Maggie Latimer
	Catie and John Latham
	Katie and Michael Gallagher
	Conrad and Gillian Lewane
	Kathy Llewellyn
	Terry and Greg Lloyd
	Amanda and Matthew Lonnstrom
	Kylie Lynch
	Tomesha Macklin
	Kirestiena "Kiki" Mahrous
	Kendra and Scott Males
	Carol Manuel
	Kate Mardigian
	David Marshall
	Kathy Matthews
	Dominique and Ronald Maxey
	Kelli Meadows
	Monica and Brent Melton
	Kara and Jeff Meszaros
	Cameron Minor
	MOD Pizza
	Elizabeth Morelli
	Barrington Moss
	Myerisha Moss
	Elizabeth Motley
	Spencer Moum
	Panera
	Tracy and David Patton
	Diane and Thomas Payne
	Martha and William Pellington
	Anne Marie and Jon Perel
	Jennifer Perrin
	Lucy Pfamatter
	Michael Phelan
	Kimberly Pierro
	MacKenzie Pigg
	Darian Plumb
	Karen and Edward Powell
	Susan Ray
	Sarah Katherine Reynolds
	Mary F Robertson
	Cara Robinson
	Kathy and Travis Rogillio
	Linda and David Rose
	Susanna Rountree
	Jaime Rung
	Karen Ryan
	Anita B Salomonsky
	Scarlet and Gold
	Tammy and George Scott
	Kateri Shaheen
	Sharvil Shah
	Susan and Bob Shiflet
	Sarah Shugart
	Amy and Michael Singleton
	Sara and Curtis Smith
	Dr. Charles Smith
	Marin Durand
	Nancy Jordan
	Lele and Jim McKenry
	Robert Moseley
	Doc Powell
	Joe Singleton

	HONORARIUM GIFTS
	Esther and Rudy Bunzl
	Mr. Gerald Cox, Jr
	Dr. Patricia West
	Forrest Whitley
	The Daly Family
	Annie Witthoefft

	FERNANDO’S STORY
	GRADUATION
	VOLUNTEERS
	VOLUNTEERS
	THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS FROM:

	FRIENDLY RIVALRY
	OUR VISION
	WE KNOW DISABILITY
	WE SEE
	ABILITY

