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Testimony of our Families

When we ask Northstar parents why they love our schoal,
these are the stories they have to share.

"My daughter uses terms like 'amazing’
and ‘great' when | ask her about her day
at school. She’s never described school

like that before Northstar."

"Northstar was a
beacon of light for my
child in the midst of
darkness."

"Our daughter had 6 wonderful
years at Northstar and it was so
moving to see that her experience
wasn't unique. Northstar is a
wonderful, safe place for our
special kids to learn and thrive."

“Northstar changed my
son's life. The entire staff
surrounded him with
love, kindness, empathy,
support, and genuine
acceptance. Northstar
has gone above and
beyond for my son and
the community here is
priceless."

"The educational experience

and growth Northstar has
provided to my daughter is
why I love Northstar."
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Letter from

our Head of School

To our Northstar Community,

During the 2020-2021 school year, we blazed a trail
through Northstar Academy’s 25th anniversary year. A trail
full of possibilities, hope, and excitement as our students
and faculty navigated the school year. We are grateful for
our supporters who ensured we had the resources needed
throughout the year. Northstar’'s accomplishments are your
accomplishments.

In 2021-2022, we continued our growth as we moved onward & upward. This year’s school theme has
been poignant. Onward & Upward is a reflection of the hopes and dreams we have for our students and
the future.

Over the last two years, our students have made great strides in their academic journeys. On the
academic campus, all of our seniors graduated or are on track to graduate. At the close of the 2020-2021
school year, 64% enrolled in post-secondary education programs, and 21% directly entered the workforce.

Our Career Academy students have also worked hard to achieve much these past two years. Despite the
pandemic's affect on our ability to provide worksite experiences, our faculty and students overcame these
hurdles. In 2021-2022, students earned a total of 65 industry credentials with 79% of students earning at

least one industry credential. All of our graduating students left with a plan in place, and we even had one
graduate working to start her own business!

With a move to our new school campus imminent, Northstar is starting a new era. All of our students will
be on the same campus for the first time in nearly ten years and this expansion allows us to aid more
students with disabilities than ever before. We would not be able to enter this exciting new chapter without
you and your support, and for that, we cannot thank you enough.

Sincerely,

&Wd Telt-

Crystal Trent
Head of School



Faculty and Staff

Susan Amos
Brian Bassett
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Emily Bingham
Michael Bradner
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Administration

Crystal Trent - Head of School

Wanda Ramsey - Assistant Head of School
Cynthia Culley - Co-Director of Admissions

Miranda Gerhard - Co-Director of Admissions

Catherine Huennekens - Assistant Director of
Northstar Career Academy

Holly Peele - Director of Northstar Career Academy
Roy Peters - Director of Finance & Operations
Lindsay Lane Robinson - Director of Development

Chelsea Vrabel - Marketing Coordinator



Academic Outcomes
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A New Lick of Paint

At Northstar, making art can be as
therapeutic as it is fun.

[,

“Often,” says veteran art teacher Kira
Rhorer, “students haven't had the
& BRy attention or interest to draw until they
come to Northstar.” A middle school
student, Maxwell, discovered his love
of creating art.

“l didn’t used to draw,” says Maxwell,
“but now | love to do it. You can
make anything you want.”

Through his artwork, Maxwell is able
to enhance his fine motor skills while
simultaneously expressing himself in
a new way. As art is a skill that gets
better with practice, Maxwell
continues to hone his craft, both
inside and outside the classroom.



Take What You Need

Sometimes we all need a friendly
reminder of how special we are!
Northstar’s lower school students
created several tearable tag
"Free Compliments” posters.
Each colorful poster was hung in
high traffic areas that were easily
accessible to everyone at
Northstar. Tags featured
messages such as “You are
kind!” and “I like your style!” that
a passershy could tear off and
keep for themselves or give to a
friend. These posters are an
example of student-led exercises
intended to foster a sense of
belonging and help Northstar
students build relationships in
their community.

m

| Free
Compliments

For you or & frieng




Lindamood-Bell Learning Process®
Small Group Reading Instruction

For students with barriers to reading, Northstar Academy offers
small group instruction in the Lindamood-Bell Learning Process®.

The curriculum of these programs fosters growth and progress in
each of the main components of reading.

100%

of students enrolled in our Lindamood Bell reading courses
demonstrated improvement in the area of reading.

85%

gained up to one grade level
in reading accuracy

90%

demonstrated growth in the area
of reading fluency

70%

gained up to one grade level
in reading comprehension

30%

gained up to three grade levels
in reading comprehension



Career Academy Outcomes

Northstar Career Academy Programs
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Collaborating with the local business community

Northstar Career Academy directly engages with business partners throughout the
community by facilitating work site experiences, training business partners, and providing
practice interview sessions.




SDAY WEDHESDAY

Y

During hybrid learning sessions, Ms. Creamer starts her morning Business
Technology class with a unique, engaging question.

“What would you buy with $1 million dollars? “When you’re tired, what restores
the pep in your step?” “What three things would you bring with you to a
deserted island?”

Though these questions are simple, Ms. Creamer’s students are learning more
than just facts about their classmates. As each student gives their answer,
they’re also working on their teleconferencing skills. They need to show good
video call etiquette such as maintaining attentive body language and effective
listening, skills that are necessary in a modern, technology-driven world.




SENIOR ESSAY

By Braddon

“He who fears he will suffer already suffers because he fears.” This quote resonates with me because |
deal with depression and anxiety, and unfortunately, that has led to me struggling in some acts that
most would deem easy. One of these acts is learning.

Before | go on with this essay | would like it to be known that | enjoy learning. | really do. | love
exploring the concepts of math and science, the mysteries of history, and | don’t really mind the many
different grammar rules of literature. Now that that is said, | want it to be known that | hate school.
Rather | hate the feeling of being at school. Being at school makes me feel trapped in my mind, similar
to being trapped inside the cage of a starved tiger. If | were to try talking to a peer, it makes my entire
body sweat and my heart race as if they have added more tigers to the cage. So when | see people
smile and are adamantly eager to attend school, | often look within myself and inwardly cry because
there is something wrong with me.

There have been ways that I've learned to cope with this feeling and in turn “tame” the tiger. One of
these ways has been attending Northstar Academy. | will admit that the first semester was a bit rough.
The transition from going in person to now a virtual classroom was a struggle. The caged tiger feeling
faded and yet | was still not feeling how | wanted. | soon realized that the tiger had disappeared and |
was still locked inside a cage. My grades were superb and weren't greatly affected by my lack of
communication in the classroom.



By the end of the second marking period | was beginning to question my
reasoning for completing high school. Ridiculous, | know. With the end in sight |
became anxious due to the fact that | had no idea what the plan was for life
after graduation.

A plan to finish this school year was concocted in my IEP meeting. Attend
Northstar for a week and see how it goes. That's it. That week would determine
if attending school in person would help with my depression. And it did. Of
course the anxiety returned the first few days and even the following weeks, but
| connected more than ever with the support provided to me by Northstar.

| was able to better my understanding of myself with each session with Dr.
Bunting, increase my passion for learning with each class, and was even able
to attend prom for my one and only time.

| still stumbled and fell throughout my time in
person at Northstar, but | now had the ability to pick
myself up. Northstar helped me see life outside the
cage and gave me the power to not be so afraid of
the tiger.

In the fall of 2021 | plan on having a stable job and
taking a few courses at a community college. |
might also be patrticipating in Career Academy. |
want to learn more and | want to become the best
me that | can be intellectually. In the long run, |
hope to work in the educational system, write a
book or a movie or both, create a video game, and
more.

Thank you to everyone at Northstar for supporting
me and helping me whenever | needed it. Everyone
here deserves much appreciation for all they’'ve
done. Thank you Northstar for helping me tame the
tigers and overall being a positive space for me to
thrive.
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Just as we had to innovate our classroom experience , we also had to reinvent how we
# celebrate the amazing things our students and faculty have accomplished during the ¥
pandemic. Northstar Night In, held May 21 2021, gave the Northstar community a ¥
unique opportunity to collect funds on Northstar Academy’s behalf. This exciting
crowdfunding experience was an incredible success, and we lift a glass to our
extraordinary sponsors and donors who made Northstar Night In a great success.

¢ 1
Corporate Sponsors Individual Sponsors
) Canal Capital Management * Gail R. and Carl D. Arnold »
CSC Leasing Richard and Louise Bennett )
» Hayes Nystrom Sarrett Scott Carter and Liza Little
g Wealth Management Group Beth and Christopher Daly
Landry & Charlet Investment Mary and Lemuel Doss »*
¥  Group of Davelillg_)grt & Company, Mary Buford and Morgan Guthridge
x Judy and Tommy Kidd 2 3

Loupassi Foundation

Mosquito Squad David Marshall

Southern Trust Mortgage Edward D. Nowell
, ) Barbara and Russell Parker
J..K._T_lmmons Foundation Bill and Martha Pellington
Virginia Green Lawn Care Andrea Rahal
Winters-Oliver Insurance Liza and Crit Richardson
Susan and John Robinson
Nancy and Daniel Volante
* Brenda and Dan Walker
Veronika and Pierce Walmsley
Mary Farrar and Charles Wentworth
Allison and Watson Wright



2020 - 2021 Donors

Thank you to all of our generous donors who supported us throughout our 2020-2021 fiscal year.
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Rebecca and Ben Winters
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Dale and Skip Harris
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Mr. and Mrs. Jay Jordan
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Christine Kane Plant Charitable Fund of the
Community Foundation for a greater Richmond

Molly and Russell L. Rabb

R.E.B. Foundation of the Community Foundation
for a greater Richmond

Lindsay Lane Robinson

Charles L. Sweeney, Jr.

Gloria and Ernest Taylor

Crystal Trent

Universal Leaf Foundation

Virginia Foundation for LD Students



2020 - 2021 Donors
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Melissa and Tyler Whitley

$1,000 - $2,499
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Elizabeth and John Cronly
Cynthia and Tom Culley
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Mr. Michael S. Ellis
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Mr. Myron H. Reinhart
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Sarah Shugart

Pamela and Mark Sweeney
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Janet and Robert S. Thompson
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Marissa Downs
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Susan Hilton Baldridge
Lynne Berkness and Peter Tlusty

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Brassley

Mr. James Bremm and Mr. Jason Konschnik
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Brothers

Dr. Faye Burkwall and Mr. Paul Burkwall
Charles M. Caravati Foundation

Robin R. Carty

Ms. Laura Cowperthwait
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Charles O. and Martha Davidson
Patricia and Peter Eliades

Mr. Christopher English

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Erickson

Ms. Diane Fleming

Kevin Gill and Katie Beth Bennett
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Karen Hay

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Heller
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Ms. Catherine Huennekens

Dehlia and Lewis Jackson
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2020 - 2021 Donors

Network for Good

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Newby
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Owens

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pastore, Jr.
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Richard and Anne Ramsey
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Bobby and Stuart Roberts
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Susan and David E. Rosko
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Mr. and Mrs. Dan E. Schwab

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Scrobe,Jr.

Mr. Mario Thornton

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Tipton
Shawnya and Linze Tolliver

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Trice

Mr. Chris Tsui

United Way of Greater Richmond and Petersburg
Ms. Katherine Whitney and Dr. Samuel Abrash
Anne G. and George D. Williams
Ms. Devin Wilson
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Ms. Susan Amos
Mrs. Alice Arnold

Mr. Brian Bassett

Morgan Beavers

Mr. and Mrs. William Berkeley
Emily and Matt Bingham

Box Tops for Education, General Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Bradner
Ms. Willie Mae Bridgewater

Ms. Lori Brooks

Dr. Patricia Burkwall and Mr. David Burkwall
Ms. Christina Burner
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Ms. Dianne M. Carter

Ms. Catherine Chop

Dr. and Mrs. Walter Chun

Ms. LaTonya Clark
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Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Cole, Jr.
Ms. LaTonya Coley
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Mrs. Sarabeth Creamer

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Dietrich

Mr. and Mrs. David Dillard
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Mr. and Mrs. Acie Elliott

Cristine and Todd Evans

Peter Fang

Ms. Julie Fisher

Mr. Charles A. Fleming, Jr.

Ms. Miranda Gerhard

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Gibbs, Jr.



Lights, Camera,
Action!

In the absence of a physical talent
show, Northstar went digital in 2021.
Participants performed and recorded
their acts at home then shared them

with their peers. From song and dance
routines to harmonica concerts and
makeup tutorials, Northstar students
proved they are a talented bunch no
matter where they are!



2020 - 2021 Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Gillis
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Dana C. and Gerald M. McKenna
Ms. Lauren McKetta
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Mr. and Mrs. Tom Robinson
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Sue H. and Edward A. Schutt
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Cristine and Todd Evans

Peter Fang
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Carolyn T. Harrison

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Brassley
Ms. Willie Mae Bridgewater
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Brothers

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Brassley
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Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Brothers
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Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Cole, Jr.
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The Honorable David Hicks and Dr. Valerie Hicks
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In Honor of Gifts

Ana M. Arnold

Gail R. and Carl D. Arnold
Lynne Berkness

Patricia and Peter Eliades
Cindy Culley

Lynne Berkness and Peter Tlusty
Jennifer Dervishian

GP Strategies

Robert Doss

Laura and Vernon Geddy
Lemuel L. Doss

Ms. Ann S. Wentworth

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Happy
Michael Gallagher

McKenzie Hutchinson

Mrs. Alice Arnold

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hutchinson
Mason R. Lowe

Ms. Linda Proctor

Rieley McCarthy

Ms. Diane Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Shaun McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pastore Il

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pastore, Jr.

Ms. Anna Catherine Rabke
Dr. and Mrs. Jacques Riviere
Kathleen Redmond

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Martin
Ann Robertson

Dr. and Mrs. Jacques Riviere
Susan S. Robinson

Ms. Azie Diffee

Kelly Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. John Robinson
David Sawyer

Susan Hilton Baldridge

Liam Schmidt

Mr. John T. Rougeou

Brennan K. Schwab

Ms. Karen Hay

Vicki Warren

Ms. Katherine Whitney and Dr. Samuel Abrash
Adeline Wyatt

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Wyatt IV

We greatly appreciate every gift given in support of
Northstar during our FY21 fiscal year, and have made
every effort to ensure the accuracy of our donor lists.

Please let us know of any inaccuracies or omissions by
emailing klewis@northstaracademy.net.



Statement of Financial Position

For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2021

Assets
Cash and Other Investments $2,882,760
Tuition and Other Receivables $1,431,373
Property and Equipment Net $219,446
Total Assets $4,533,579

Liabilities and Net Assets

Accounts Payable $23,552
Accrued Payroll $326,616
Other Accrued Liabilities $140,777
Total Liabilities $490,945
Net Assets $5,949,296

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $6,460,241

Expenses
Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising
Total Expenses

Revenue and Support

Net Tuition and Fees
Fundraising

Programs and Services

Other Revenue

Total Revenue & Other Support

$3,018,154
$331,646
$401,624
$3,751,424

$2,602,503
$1,158,754
$45,309
$7,641
$4,048,609



Cultivating a Community Where
Diverse Learners Can Grow

Students at Northstar Come from 18 School Districts
across Central Virginia




